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Introduction
The following report provides an analysis of assessment data across the academy that has
taken place during summer 2020. For the duration of this term, the academy remained open
to a smaller number of pupils due to Covid-19 restrictions. The following report looks at the
summer term data collection that occurred over this period of time, however, it should be
noted that due to the exceptional circumstances this data cannot be used to directly
compare with previous terms.

Data Collection
Assessment data is collected 3 times a year: At the end of autumn, spring and summer term.
Full assessment data reports are produced at each data collection in order to identify
patterns, areas for improvement and track progress made towards EHCP targets as well as
subject curriculum targets.
Despite the unprecedented circumstances of the COVID 19 Coronavirus pandemic a data
collection continued to be completed at the end of summer term 2020. Whilst many of the
academy’s pupils have not been in attendance, as a result of the academy following
Government guidelines for opening to pupils, teachers have been delivering home based
learning through Evisense as well as sending work packs to pupils who haven’t been able to
readily access this on line learning platform. All learning activities set will be linked directly
to each pupils’ EHCP targets. Any evidence of learning, whether undertaken at home or
within the academy, was assessed and the progress data collected. During the second half
of the summer term the academic focus was on English (reading, writing and
communication), Maths (number, measurement/geometry and statistics) and PSHE (life
skills). The summer data report reflects this. Through regular discussions with parents about
progress made whilst home schooling any progress which could be evidenced was recorded
in this data collection. From all the evidence provided, the academy report pupils’ individual
achievements for summer term 2020.
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Accountability
We use our data to track pupil to ensure they are on track to make good to outstanding
progress. We use assessment data, along with evidence from pupils’ work and teacher
assessment to evaluate the progress of pupils towards their EHCP targets.
Senior leaders monitor closely through quality improvement to maintain high standards of
teaching and learning. Progress reports are scrutinised by governors providing healthy
challenge to ensure best outcomes for pupils.
Senior leaders challenge middle leaders, subject leaders and class teachers to ensure quality
of recording and tracking progress. Analysis of data aids evaluation of resources and
teaching provision enabling areas of need to be swiftly identified.
Reporting to parents is seen as a tool to ensuring that they feel part of their child’s learning
journey. However, due to the Covid 19 pandemic the parent’s evening scheduled during
summer term was unable to take place. Annual review meetings which were scheduled
during summer term took place by telephone call made between parents and a member of
SLT where achievement towards EHCP were discussed and future targets set.

Context
This report is based on data for 114 pupils across the whole academy. There are 93 boys and
21 girls on roll. 62 receive PPG funding. 6 pupils have English as their additional language
(EAL) - all boys, 8 pupils are of ethnic minority and 1 pupil is from the travelling community.
During partial closure of the academy and its further opening, towards the end of the
summer term, pupils were placed in ‘bubbles’ that differed from their regular class groups.
As pupil numbers increased it was also necessary to change these groups to ensure the
continued safety of pupils and staff.
At the start of summer term, there were a total of 10 pupils regularly attending the
academy. Over the course of the term this steadily increased to a total of 45 attendees in
during the final week. However, all pupils were not in attendance every day. This meant that
39% of our total number of pupils were in attendance during the last week of the summer
term.
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Breakdown of the number of pupils from each year group who were in attendance in the
academy during the last week of summer term
Year Group
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Total

Number of pupils attending the
academy
3
5
8
4
7
2
4
3
2
2
3
2
45

During the partial closure of the academy and its further opening the curriculum focussed
on:
 English – reading, writing and communication
 Maths – number, measurement/geometry and statistics
 PSHE (life skills)
Teachers continued to assess and monitor progress within these curriculum areas as well as
identifying any cross curricular links. Whilst a full data collection was made in summer 2020
this report will focus on the progress in the curriculum areas stated above and comparisons
drawn between the average progress made within each of the subjects and within specific
cohort groups within the academy as well as drawing on comparisons from data collections
made in autumn 2019 and spring 2020 where applicable.

Coronavirus Act 2020 – Delivery of
Provision - ‘Reasonable Endeavours'
On 1st May 2020 the Government announced some temporary changes designed to protect
the needs of children and young people with SEND and enable local authorities and health
services to respond to the impact of the Coronavirus.
There were changes to SEND legislation, one of which involved identifying that ‘reasonable
endeavours’ must be taken to secure or arrange the provision within Educational Health and
Care Plan’s where possible. As an academy we understood this would require flexibility and
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creativity in order to provide a different way of working to support pupils with SEND
alongside health and care services.
As an educational setting we needed to ensure that we used reasonable endeavours to
secure appropriate provision for all our pupils with an Education Health and Care Plan and a
clear record of this would be written for every individual pupil which would be shared with
our families and communicated to the local authority.
Teachers were asked to produce ‘Reasonable Endeavours’ information for each of our pupils
which stated what we were doing as an academy and professionals to ensure that all pupils’
needs targeted within their individual EHCPs were being met during the Covid 19 pandemic.
The following questions were asked of us:
 What reasonable endeavour have you made to secure the provision identified within
the EHC Plan?
 How is this being delivered?
 Where is this being delivered?
 When? Frequency and timing of provision/offer
 By whom? Changes to the person delivering the provision, e.g. a learning assistant
under virtual supervision rather than a specialist therapist or teacher
An example of a completed ‘Reasonable Endeavour’ form can be found below. Each form
was completed for each individual pupil to support each pupil’s journey in working towards
their EHCP targets.
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Education, Health and Care Plans
Temporary legislative changes relating to Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Reasonable Endeavours Plan
Child or Young Person Details
Surname:
Date of Birth:

First name:
Educational
Setting:

The Russett School

Year Group:
What reasonable endeavour have you made to secure
the provision identified within the EHC Plan?

How is this being
delivered?

Where is this
being
delivered?

Family have been provided with work packs that have
been posted out to the home address. This has
included bespoke packs, differentiated activities, and
required/identified resources to support multi-sensory
learning

Work packs posted
to home address.

Home based
learning.

Class teachers have identified suitable learning
activities and on-line web site resources to use,
published onto Evisense platform, this is updated daily
during term time.
Access to learning resources that require secure log in –
Evisense - Parents encouraged to share work/feedback
via Evisense system and responses sent by staff
members to acknowledge.

Remotely via
academy web site
and other social
media (academy’s
Facebook page)
Remotely via
Evisense platform.

Phone calls/email

When?
Frequency and
timing of
provision/offer.

Phone calls at
least weekly
following RAG
rating system
Red pupils – at
least once per
week, contact
with other
professionals
including social
workers as and
when
necessary.

By whom?
Changes to the person
delivering the
provision, e.g. a
learning assistant under
virtual supervision
rather than a specialist
therapist or teacher

Pastoral calls made by
Middle Leader.

Activities added to
Evisense by Class
Teacher.
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A large variety of educational websites signposted
through Evisense, weekly parent letter and the
academy’s Facebook page including but not limited to:







The Oak National Academy- SEND
BBC Bitesize
Phonics Play
BoardMaker
TopMarks
Twinkl

Parental support and guidance provided via regular
website updates and Facebook posts. All parents/carers
also sent weekly update letters with links to educational
and wellbeing resources and support.

Regular contact has been made with all families via
pastoral call system, response to email queries, work
pack delivery – all recorded on academy system

Work packs produced
by Class Teacher.
Amber – at
least once per
week. Contact
with other
professionals
when
necessary.

Green –
attempts made
weekly

Learning
activities
updated daily activities
published on
Evisense
platform
Work packs
sent out
03/20.
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All pupils have been RAG rated within an academy
system and monitored closely by SLT – where necessary
additional calls have been made

06/20.

During weekly calls the following areas have been
discussed with families:
 Wellbeing of the pupil and their family.
 The accessibility to daily online learning
activities.
 Behaviour support strategies where necessary
 Free School Meal vouchers, if applicable
 Additional resources needed (PECs symbols,
traffic lights.)
The Academy’s Facebook page has been used as a
platform for work updates, signposting to community
support, publishing latest government guidelines,
weekly update letters to parents and educational
activities to try at home.

Please describe the offer of education, health and care
provision below:
1. Communication and Interaction
To be able to identify an appropriate boundary for
personal space when playing with friends.

Activities added to
Evisense platform
by Class Teacher.

Whilst home
learning,

All work set by class
teacher.
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Daily distance home learning with targeted
activities, individualised to include siblings and
family.
Additional PSHCE resources delivered to home
address from academy.

Cognition and Learning
To recognise all of the Phase 5 & 6 sounds using
flashcards for support.
Targeted activities in home distance learning.
Focussed activities for the development of core skills
through practical activities.

Packs mailed to
home
address.

Daily English and
phonics activities
added to Evisense
platform by Class
Teacher.

Home
learning since
March 2020.

weekly phone
call home to
provide support Calls made by middle
where needed. leader weekly while
pupil has not been
attending the academy.

Home
learning since
March 2020.

Whilst home
learning,
weekly phone
call home to
provide support
where needed.

All work set by class
teacher.

Whilst home
learning,
weekly phone
call home to
provide support
where needed.

All work set by class
teacher.

Packs mailed to
home
address.

Social and Emotional and Mental Health
To begin to understand that feelings are a natural,
important and healthy part of a human being.
Targeted activities in home distance learning.
PHSCE tasks sent home in work pack.

Activities added to
Evisense platform
by Class Teacher.

Packs mailed to
home
address.

Home
learning since
March 2020.

Calls made by middle
leader weekly while
pupil has not been
attending the academy.

Calls made by middle
leader weekly while
pupil has not been
attending the academy.
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Sensory and Physical
To perform basic body movements with control and
coordination; e.g.; jump, turn.

Activities added to
Evisense platform
by Class Teacher.

Targeted gross motor activities in home distance
learning.

Self-Care, Travel, Budgeting/Shopping
None set on EHCP at this time

N/A

Home
learning since
March 2020.

N/A

Whilst home
learning,
weekly phone
call home to
provide support
where needed.

All work set by class
teacher.

N/A

N/A

Calls made by middle
leader weekly while
pupil has not been
attending the academy.

Has the parent/carer and young person agreed this
plan?
Date this plan was discussed with Parent/Carer
Date this plan was discussed with Child/Young Person
(if appropriate)
Please detail any differences of opinions?

Person completing this form (Name and email address)
Date plan to be reviewed:

A, Teacher
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Home based learning - Evisense
During the partial closure of the academy and the further opening, in order to meet the
requirements set out in the reasonable endeavours document and to continue to support
our pupils in working towards meeting the objectives set out in their individual EHCP
documentation, Evisense was utilised as the academy’s on line home based learning
platform.
Evisense is a revolutionary tool for schools that stores and showcases events from a child’s
time in education. Evisense provides valuable evidence of pupil progress and supports
assessment in schools. Evisense can be used to record a pupil’s achievements and
development through photos, videos, audio and documents. It is designed to be used from
Early Years through to adolescence and beyond. It’s an ideal solution for supporting SEN in
the classroom.
Due to a large proportion of our pupils (61%) participating in home based learning rather
than attending the academy, Evisense was a vital link between the academy and home.
Teachers were asked to upload activities on to Evisense which replicated a typical learning
day within the academy. The activities had to be differentiated in order that all pupils
regardless of pathway could assess the learning and with suitable challenge in built.
The benefit of Evisense for the academy is that teachers can link evidence of learning
directly to pupil assessments. A benefit for parents is that they can share evidence of
progress with teachers by adding evidence of pupils participating in learning whilst home
based learning was taking place.
Teachers also supported homebased learning by sending out work packs for some pupils.
This would have been generated through parental requests for extra work on top of the
Evisense work uploaded, if parents couldn’t access the online learning platform or due to
the pupil preferring a paper based work activity due to their learning style.
As part of the academy’s safeguarding practices and family support whilst pupils were
absent from the academy, parents were contacted weekly by either a member of the SLT or
a middle leader and discussions around the engagement with the online learning platform
were held and any concerns or misconceptions addressed.

Examples of home based learning activities placed on Evisense during the Covid 19
pandemic can be seen on the following pages.
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Academy Data Analysis – Summer term
The following graphs show the summer term cumulative average progress made in each of
the curriculum areas which were focused on during the partial closure of the academy and
into the return of pupils during summer term 2020. This is compared to the cumulative
average progress made by pupils who did not attend the academy and undertook home
based learning during the pandemic. The demographic of pupils in attendance is also
evidenced in graph form throughout this report. The data is recorded as an average across
each cohort group and within each group pupils will have made progress at different rates.
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It can be seen from each of the charts that the average progress made within each
subject was greater for those pupils who attended the academy during the Covid 19
pandemic. There could be many reasons as to why there is such a clear gap between
attainment levels of pupils who attended the academy compared to those who did
not. One of the main reasons could be the amount of pupils who engaged in home
based learning.
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“Research on remote education by the Sutton Trust found that 23% of
pupils took part in live and recorded lessons online every day in April. Pupils from
middle class homes were more likely to do so (30%), compared to working class
pupils (16%). At private schools, 51% of primary and 57% of secondary students have
accessed online lessons every day.”
Source: UK Parliament House of Lords Library – In
Focus Covid-19 and the educational attainment gap


The curriculum area which shows as a strength for both attendees and nonattendees is statistics which replicates the findings in the whole academy data
reports for autumn 19 and spring 2020.
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Data by Group as at summer term 2020:

Average progress of LAC vs Non LAC for both attendees and non attendees
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In the spring term the data analysis identified that non LAC pupils were generally progressing at a similar rate to non LAC pupils. Differences
were marginal across curriculum areas although non LAC progressed on average at a greater rate in PSHE than LAC. However, this seems to
have been reversed during the partial closure and then reopening of the academy in so much as LAC, regardless of whether they attended or
were home based, appear to have progressed, on average, at a greater rate than non LAC.
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Average progress of FSM vs Non FSM for both attendees and non attendees
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In the spring term the data analysis identified that FSM pupils were generally progressing at a similar rate to non FSM pupils. This would
appear to still be the case for attendees of the academy where the gap between progress was generally marginal. However, the data for FSM
pupils compared to non FSM pupils who did not attend the academy identifies the difference between average progress becomes significantly
more particularly in statistics. Further data analysis will take place into why this is the case and how we can narrow the gap moving forward.
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Average progress of PPG vs Non PPG for both attendees and non attendeees
70

65

60
53
50
43

42

41.5

40
32
30

34

46

44
34

29

39 40

37
32 33

33

32

46
41

39.5
36

33

32

35
31

27

22
20
10

0

PPG Attendees

PPG Non Attendees

Non PPG Attendees

Non PPG Non Attendees

During autumn term PPG pupils were performing equally as well as non-PPG pupils across many curriculum areas which still held true in spring
term. However, it would seem now that PPG pupils (attendees) are generally progressing on average at a slightly lesser rate than Non-PPG
(attendees) pupils in all areas reported on apart from PSHE. Non attendee PPG pupils are generally progressing at a slightly higher rate across
all curriculum areas covered in this report apart from number.
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Average progress of Boys vs Girls for both attendees and non attendees
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With regards to groups, across the whole academy boys are still progressing at greater rate than girls at this data collection over these
curriculum areas. This trend was also identified in the spring data. In maths (number) there is a marginal difference rather than significant. On
average girls outperform boys (attendees) in statistics. Statistics identifies as a strong subject for pupils who attended the academy during
Covid 19, which replicates whole academy findings in this subject area. Statistics has consistently been identified as a strong curriculum area.
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Strategic Evaluation
It is important to note before carrying out an evaluation of the assessment data collected
over any period of time, but particularly over the period of the partial closure of the
academy and into the return of pupils during summer term 2020, that making a judgement
as to whether progress is good enough is not a simple task. Numbers cannot make the
decisions for us, but they can help us to make decisions. We can be guided on the rates of
progress we are aiming for with our pupils. However, consideration has to be given to
pupils working at different levels in different key stages. These values generated by B
Squared Connecting Steps are only intended to give teachers an idea of the progress their
pupils should make, they should not be used as a judgement. For pupils with SEND
progress is very individual and will be based on need, how effective the provision is
and several other variables. Teachers will need to make their own judgement based on
ongoing assessments and this is reported through the academy’s data trackers and data
analysis documents.
Teachers are required to consider that “Intelligent use of data, other sources of information
and professional judgement allow schools to ask the right questions and find the right
answers about whether progress is good enough.”
Source: Progression Guidance 2010‐2011
When judging progress, we need to ask a number of questions. These can include:
 What was the pupil working towards this year?
 How does progress compare to last year?
 Are we measuring the right thing?
 In what areas has the pupil made progress?
 What changes have we implemented and what effect has this had?
 How does their progress compare to other pupils working at the same level?
 Have there been external factors?
 What support has been put in place?
With the partial closure of the academy for a large proportion of the summer term, it should
be acknowledged that the data collected during this period cannot be used to make direct
comparisons with previous terms although some trends over time can be identified. The
data, however, still provides an insight into how approaches to the delivery of teaching and
learning were implemented during this unprecedented time and appears to show a number
of successes.
As stated earlier in the report the data is recorded as an average across each cohort group
and within each group pupils will have made progress at different rates. It is also worth
highlighting that whilst the data is spilt into ‘attendees’ and ‘non attendees’ the attendees
group consist of pupils who were attending consistently from 23rd March 2020 as well as
pupils who attended the academy for part of the time from June 1st 2020 during the phased
return.
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With such a changing cohort of pupils over such a long period of time it is hard to identify a
valid pattern in terms of the data collected due to increasing number of pupils over a period
of time. It would be difficult to speculate on the contributing factors around this especially
as staffing and class groups changed regularly throughout the partial academy closure. That
coupled with the recording of progress from pupils who did not attend the academy during
this period and for which evidence of learning was not able to be assessed against.
However, due to the application of ‘reasonable endeavours’ and the development of the
online learning platform Evisense a consistent approach to teaching and learning was
employed by all staff throughout the academy, which is extremely positive.
Whilst some pupils who did not attend the academy during the partial closure and
reopening of the academy appear to have not made as much progress towards their targets
as they would have done had they attended the academy, this would be because an
assessment can only be made from any evidence provided. If teachers did not have
evidence of learning taking place then a fair and valid assessment could not take place. We
know that when regular contact was made with our parents we ensured that parents had
access to Evisense and the learning which had been uploaded for their children. However, if
evidence of that homebased learning taking place was not then uploaded for the teacher to
assess then progress could not be recorded. Through these parental interactions,
discussions were held around the learning opportunities in daily activities such as baking,
completing household jobs and walks. Parents were assured that many curriculum areas are
incorporated within these activities such as measurement when weighing ingredients,
reading instructions and increased independence. As a result of this, whilst the evidence
wasn’t available for assessment during this data capture, on return to the academy in
autumn term any skills and knowledge gained during home based learning will be assessed
and reported in December 2020 where any progress should become apparent.
Even with perceived lower amounts of evidence of learning to analyse, overall the data
would appear to be indicative of many successes within our approach to the management
of ensuring a consistent approach to delivering an education to pupils either on or off site
over the course of the year and in particular during the academy’s partial closure it is clear
that staff worked incredibly hard, drawing on their teaching expertise and knowledge of our
pupils and their learning needs have supported our pupils as they made their gradual return.
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During the partial closure of the academy and the re-opening many of our Post 16 cohort of
students participated in home based learning activities, bespoke to their individual learning
paths. Home learning tasks were uploaded to Evisense and linked directly to their Asdan and
Open Awards learning programmes. All students have passed and have received their
certificates. The results are detailed in the table below.
Number of pupils
4 pupils

1 pupil

5 pupils

4 pupils
6 pupils

Accreditation/Qualification
Asdan:
Towards Independence – work awareness and personal safety
units
Open Awards:
Certificate in Skills for Further Learning and Employment Entry
Level 2
Open Awards:
Extended Certificate in Skills for Further Learning and
Employment Entry Level 2
Open Awards:
Functional Skills Exam at Entry Level 1 (English)
Open Awards:
Functional Skills Exam at Entry Level 1 (Maths)

Given the exceptional and difficult circumstances, including: new class groups and
unfamiliar staff, it appears that pupils were able to engage positively with education and
this is backed up by the data collected and recorded. It would also suggest that by providing
the approach we did throughout the academy and with the quality of knowledge and
expertise the staff have in supporting our pupils, we were able to fully utilise the resources
available to effectively support pupils through extreme periods of anxiety and change. This
was regardless of whether they accessed their learning within the academy or as
homebased learning.
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Next Steps
-

-

-

-

-

Assessment lead/s to continue to join in with remote meetings and training provided
by the CSSC.
All staff to further engage in developments and updates in reporting data and
assessment in B Squared Connecting Steps as necessary.
Assessment lead/s to increase their knowledge and expertise in how to improve the
effectiveness of the B Squared Connecting Steps database so as to improve staff
workload and data analysis methods.
Implementation of the Recovery curriculum and assessment of the impact on pupil
progress
All pupils within the first 3 weeks of their return to the academy in the autumn term
to baselined. Assessment lead/s to complete an analysis of summer term 2020 data
compared to the baseline data recorded in September 2020 and work collaboratively
with subject leads and teachers in order to bridge any gaps in learning using
appropriate interventions as necessary
Assessment training for all staff and in particular subject leads in effective analysis of
pupils’ assessment data in order to determine how well the curriculum is supporting
our pupils to learn. This will include evidence of retained knowledge from prior
learning and evidence of progression of learning
A focus on further development of homebased learning which can be delivered
consistently, effectively and differentiated in order to meet all our pupils individual
needs within each pathway. This will be closely monitored and accurate records kept
in order to meet our legal duties.
Further research into the technology we could use as an academy to capture
evidence of learning.
Introduction of additional funding/PPG support within classrooms in line with
academy Covid 19 risk assessments. PPG to be coordinated and overseen by a
designated member of staff who will work with a team of staff responsible for the
delivery of additional funding support and then be responsible for the evaluation of
the impact of the learning for pupils as appropriate
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