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Our Trust’s Vision
The fundamental vision of The Russett Learning Trust is to be a:
“Centre of Excellence in providing Outstanding Training, education and care”
WHAT DRIVES US The mission of the Trust is that we will “Challenge for Achievement” and
be relentless in our pursuit of ever improving outcomes for all, through delivering the six C’s of
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Through the 6 C’s of:
Citizens
1. To prepare pupils/students for the next stage of their development.
2. To develop appropriate employability skills.
3. To provide learning outside of the classroom.
4. To encourage engagement in their local community.
Confidence
1. To be confident and happy in all their learning.
2. To prepare pupils/students to be as independent as possible.
3. To develop pupils/students understanding and resilience to change.
4. To promote individual life chances and develop skills for future needs
Challenge
1. For all pupils/students to be lifelong learners
2.To develop pupils/students’ skills to be able to stay safe.
3. All pupils/ students to develop resilience to change and unpredictability.
4. To achieve excellent outcomes for all pupils /students.
Creative
1. Pupils/students to develop a love of learning.
2. To deliver individual learning pathways.
3. To use technology to learn and develop creative thinking and independence.
4. To motivate and enthuse pupils/students through a personalised curriculum.
Community
1.To promote understanding of their community.
2.Each pupil/ student has a place in society.
3.Pupils/students to engage in enrichment activities.
4.To be aware of the environment in which they life and have a
understanding of the wider world.
Character
1. To develop personal qualities and promote tolerance and strength.
2. To promote self - reliance.
3. To promote pupils /students understanding of health, wellbeing and family life.
4. To develop well rounded pupils/ students.
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Introduction
Handwriting develops as children develop increased control over their bodies and a desire to
communicate through mark making. At the Russett School, we believe that writing forms a vital
part of a pupil’s ability to communicate and express themselves. Our aim within the academy,
therefore, is to provide a continuous, consistent approach to handwriting, across all age ranges.
This guidance manual is designed to provide some additional support for teachers and teaching
assistants, working with pupils on handwriting, within each pathway (coastal, countryside, city),
across the whole academy. After careful deliberation with other SEND educational settings and
extensive independent research, detailed in this document, we have decided to adopt The Twinkl
Handwriting Scheme to provide our pupils with the best possible outcomes for improving their
handwriting and fine motor skills.

Intent
How were the Twinkl Handwriting cursive fonts developed?
When teaching handwriting to pupils with severe and complex learning needs, a consistent
approach is vital. The aim of these strategies is to implement consistent writing mediums,
writing templates, writing fonts within each classroom of the academy. The Twinkl Handwriting
fonts were designed by the highly respected typography company, TypeTogether, who create
custom type solutions for discerning clients worldwide. Veronika Burian and José Scaglione, both
with Masters degrees in type design from the University of Reading, worked alongside the
Twinkl team to develop the unique typefaces. These typefaces are easy to interpret for all of
our pupils, who can find it difficult encountering different fonts within texts.

The Twinkl Handwriting Scheme
The Twinkl Handwriting scheme offers a choice of handwriting styles within separate activity
packs: our pupils can either choose to follow the ‘Journey to Cursive Handwriting’ or the
‘Journey to Continuous Cursive’ programme within the academy. Both sets of materials take
pupils on a journey that works through the progressive stages suggested in the National
Curriculum. With our three designated pathways, both subject leaders felt that this provides
adequate challenge for all learners; with our more sensory pupils – the coastal pathway focusing on fine motor control & mark making skills, while our city pathway students have the
flexibility to progress to cursive and continuous cursive.

Independent research into adopting an approach
The teaching of handwriting begins from EYFS; Rooms 1 & 2. The Practice Guidance for the
Early Years Foundation Stage sets out some basic elements of the developmental pathway, that
leads from babies playing with their own fingers and toes to the early learning goal for fiveyear-olds. For our pupils, the teaching of handwriting will differ depending on their chosen
pathway. Within the city pathway, for example, the approach to learning handwriting will
contrast with pupils within the coastal pathway. Although these approaches differ, they can be
taught within the same group, providing teachers differentiate appropriately. We use our

5

assessment tool, B-Squared, to gather and collect data on handwriting for all of our pupils.
These data captures ensure our pupils are working within the correct framework and allows us
to implement sufficient challenge for all pupils. Within the countryside and city pathways, for
example, our goal is to teach them how to use a pencil and hold it effectively to form
recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
There are many different viewpoints as to when and how children should be taught a joined style
of handwriting. The British Dyslexia Foundation recommends that children use a continuous
cursive style from as early an age as possible:
‘Typically, when first learning to write, children ‘print’ their letters. They then move on to ‘joined
up’ writing at a later stage. For children with dyslexia, learning two styles of handwriting can add
an extra layer of difficulty and cause confusion. It is, therefore, much more helpful if a young
child can learn to use a single system of handwriting right from the start.’ (British Dyslexia
Association)
However, The National Handwriting Association have an opposing opinion and suggest that a
continuous cursive style (where lead-ins are taught right from EYFS) may cause confusion for
some children:
‘Some schools teach young children to begin each letter from the base line. This means that the
starting point is very easy to remember but it may complicate the visual image of some of the
letters and also result in the need for some relearning when the child begins to join letters
together. The letters joined from ‘o,’ ‘r’, ‘v’ and ‘w’ do not start from the baseline, which then
requires children to relearn an established movement pattern, which is not good practice.’
(National Handwriting Association)
The Twinkl programme does not sway towards one style over another, but advises that a whole
school approach to handwriting where one style, whichever you may choose, is adopted by the
entire school. As subject leaders, we felt this flexibility suits our academy, where the pupil’s
ability vastly differs within each class group. Whichever style that the pupil is working on, the
handwriting will require frequent, discrete and direct teaching.

Implementation
The Teaching of Handwriting
Fine Motor Control
Fine motor control is the term used to describe smaller movements, usually of the hand and
fingers (or of the feet and toes for children who communicate using touch sensitive pads with
their feet). Fine motor control is best developed through activities which involve small-scale
movements. Until children have gained reasonable fine motor control through art, mark making
and other activities, formal handwriting and the use of worksheets are not appropriate. For
pupils working with the coastal pathway, working on their fine motor skills may be a long process
on their journey to mark making. A consistent approach when teaching pupils fine motor skills
will increase their chances of mark making in the future, when they have the dexterity to hold
different mediums.
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How important is the correct sitting and paper positioning?
The correct seating position and the positioning of a pupil’s paper on their desk can make a
noticeable change in the quality of a child’s handwriting. For this reason, correct positioning is
revisited throughout the sessions. Again, these concepts can be reinforced within the classroom
by displaying our ‘Let’s Look Ready to Write’ and ‘How to Position Your Paper’ posters :

How important is pen/pencil grip?
Pupils should not be made to hold a pen or pencil in a way that feels uncomfortable to them.
Many of our pupils hold their pen or pencil in unconventional ways. However, so do many
competent writers and there is no evidence to date to link poor pen or pencil grasp with poor
handwriting (National Handwriting Association). However, the dynamic tripod grasp is
recommended once the pupil is old enough to hold a writing implement. This grip minimises the
risk of strain and offers the greatest control. This suggested grip is revisited within every
lesson presentation and could also be reinforced through displaying the ‘How to Grip a Writing
Tool’ poster within your classroom:
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Pupils are encouraged to
think about how to ‘nip, flip
and grip’ their chosen
writing implement.

Which writing tools should pupils be using?
To ensure a consistent approach is being implemented throughout the academy, we have taken
the decision to standardise a writing pen for all pupils working on their handwriting skills. The
pen chosen is a Berol Handwriting Pen (blue ink). Once pupils have progressed onto their letter
formation or journey to cursive, they will receive a ‘pen license’ where they will be provided with
their own, personal pen to use. Class teachers will need to maintain regular audits of pens within
their respected classroom. All pupils who are not working directly on handwriting (coastal pupils
and a selection of countryside pupils) should be following the weekly activities provided in the
‘Handwriting Flying Start’ medium term plans. The six-week rolling programme has a step by step
approach to fine motor control, in order to promote good control, working towards being able to
hold and mark make with a writing tool.
In addition, the templates that pupils work on to improve their handwriting will also be
standardised. These can be found in the subject leader folder on share point and will provide
pupils with a firmer understanding of letters with lifts and no lifts and furthermore embed a
consistent approach.

How Do Adults Model Handwriting?
Our learners require plenty of modelling to understand correct approaches and formations. All
of the handwriting lesson presentations have Twinkl animations that have been made to clearly
show the letter formations and joins. In order for your chosen style to have maximum impact, it
needs to be modelled as much as possible by the teacher and teaching assistants in all other
areas of the curriculum where handwriting is required, as well as being encouraged in every
pupils’ own independent writing.

How do we celebrate Handwriting success within work sessions?
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The celebration of pupil’s work and high expectations play a huge part in the mark making and
handwriting progress. You may decide to offer motivational certificates or pen licences as
incentives to encourage pupils to work on their handwriting targets. These pen licences and
certificates form part of our weekly Collective Service celebration, where the pupils can
showcase their great work and boost their self-esteem by celebrating in front of an extended
audience. Another good idea is to create a display of children’s work showing exceptional
improvements or a high standard of work to showcase their handwriting achievements.

How do left-handed children learn best?
When teaching handwriting, a different approach for left and right-handed pupils is required.
Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs. Some left-handed
pupils may find it more appropriate to leave a lower case ‘t’ un-joined as this letter is formed
differently for them. Some other capital letters are also often formed differently for
lefthanded writers (E,F,H,I,J,T).
Left-handed pupils should be reminded of the best positioning of their paper to allow them to
view their writing and also to help prevent ‘smudging’. It also may be helpful for left-handed
children to hold their writing implement slightly higher (about 2cm from the tip) so that what
they are writing isn’t shielded from their view. During handwriting sessions, it is recommended
that right-handed children are not seated on the left-hand side of a left-handed child to ensure
that their elbows do not collide.

National Curriculum Requirements:
Every Handwriting Help Card is planned to cover the Early Learning Goals and National
Curriculum requirements for handwriting. Good handwriting should not just be showcased in
handwriting lessons, it is about emphasising the importance of fluency, neatness and speed in
writing across the curriculum.
Statutory and Non-Statutory Guidance for Handwriting in the 2014 National Curriculum:
Handwriting requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form
letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing implement (pencil, pen) should not be
too large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold it easily
and correctly so that bad habits are avoided. Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching
to meet their needs.

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)
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KS1:
Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:
•

use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters,
when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

•

increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the
downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that
the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch].

KS2

Statutory requirements

Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:
•

sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

•

begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place

•

form capital letters

•

form digits 0-9

•

understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in
similar ways) and to practise these.

Impact
The impact of using the full range of resources and approaches outlined in this document,
including the display materials for all classrooms, will be seen across the academy with an
increase in the profile of handwriting. Following the scheme gives the academy a consistent
approach, where handwriting expectations are clear, and the same technical vocabulary is used
by all staff and pupils. Whole academy activities and parental engagement can also be promoted
furthermore through the use of the home learning tasks linked to the scheme . As
aforementioned, our emphasis on communication is prevalent in all areas of the academy. By
promoting handwriting throughout the academy, we are providing our pupils with the skills that
they can transfer to all areas of their learning, whilst giving them the confidence to apply their
skills in functional ways in wider society when they eventually depart from our setting.
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-

the consistency of using Berol handwriting pens

-

ability to express themselves/communicate

-

improve learning for individual

Additional Materials
Example of Template
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Classroom Displays

Certificate/Pen License Template
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Example of Overview of Medium-Term Plans provided by the scheme
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Progression Grid and End of Year Targets

Whole Class Assessment Template
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